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To provide adequate time to complete programming and thorough field testing of changes to the FOCS Contracting application to support the 1996 Farm Bill, we are adjusting the current schedule for the next FOCS release (FOCD3) by one month.  Following is the modified schedule for the next two FOCS releases (FOCD3 and FOCD4), and the next three NIMS reporting dates:


July 7 – States complete third quarter NIMS transmission to NHQ


July 8 – FOCD3 arrives in all state offices


August 2 – FOCD3 is installed on all FOCS servers


August 16 – States complete NIMS transmission to NHQ


September 8 – FOCD4 arrives in all state offices


September 26 – FOCD4 is installed on all FOCS servers


October 10 – States complete fourth quarter NIMS transmission to NHQ





The content of FOCD3 supports the 1996 Farm Bill and GPRA requirements.  FOCD4 will have program time accountability processes for FY ‘98.  The August NIMS transmission will serve to validate new time accountability processes to be used in FY ’98, and to obtain third quarter data from new queries in FOCD3.  





After the September release, FOCS software development will be moved to a maintenance phase as attention is focused on work that implements recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Panel and the Field Level Future Directions Task Force.  FOCS will continue to be the automated field tool to facilitate program delivery until a new system is deployed.
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