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Peformance Measure: customer(s) assisted

Definition

This performance measure is recorded each time direct service is provided to a customer that cannot be appropriately reported on any of the other performance measures.  Direct service may include assistance in conservation treatment planning or application; field days; public presentations; meetings to support locally led efforts; or direct responses to requests for information or other technical products. It does not include routine distribution of general information materials to individuals (e.g., newsletters). 

Purpose

This performance measure will allow NRCS to credibly report for a fiscal year( 1) the total number of customers that we assist, and 2) the total number of instances of assistance, which include repeat services to customers. General assistance that cannot be reported under one of the other four (Conservation Systems, Inventory & Evaluations, Success Stories, or Key Conservation Treatments) specific performance measures can be reported under this performance measure.

Conservation Plan

All management systems reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. 

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service(For each record reported, you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Is not applicable in this practice.

Example

Assume a planner makes four visits to a customer with a 160-acre planning unit, beginning October 1st.  The end result of these visits is a formal plan (at the RMS level) the following spring. The plan includes 3 fields that need several conservation practices.  

What can be reported?

1st visit: Enter a Customer Assisted record and complete the customer information with the 1st time service box checked since this was the first service provided in the fiscal year

2nd visit: Enter a Customer Assisted record and complete the customer information without 1st time service checked.

3rd visit: Enter a Customer Assisted record and complete the customer information without 1st time service checked

4th visit: Enter a Conservation System Planned (at the adequate level) record and complete the customer information without 1st time service checked. You will not report the specific practices planned, which appear under Key Conservation Treatments, until the practices are installed.

other issues

Follow-up client assistance – Report repeat services to customers using examples for 2nd, 3rd,and 4th visits. All of the above examples and explanations apply. On the first performance measure entered for the customer after the start of the next fiscal year complete the customer information with 1st time service checked. By reporting in this manner, ongoing instances for assistance can be captured within the reporting system.

Peformance Measure: conservation systems

Definition

This performance measure is recorded when land has been planned and/or a system applied at one of two levels, adequate or beneficial.  

Land which has been planned or has a system applied at the Adequate Conservation Treatment level will meet the requirement for a Resource Management System (RMS). The RMS is defined as a prescribed combination of conservation practices and management identified by land or water uses that prevent resource degradation and permit sustained use. The RMS meets the quality criteria established in the FOTG for the treatment of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources, taking into account social and economic considerations. This system treats all identified natural resource concerns to the sustainable level. The planned system describes land where resource management decisions are made consistent with the guidelines provided in the NPPH.

Land with a Beneficial Conservation Treatment has one or more conservation practices or management systems planned/applied that treats some of the identified natural resource concerns to the sustainable level, as determined in the quality criteria in the FOTG. This treatment of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources takes into account social and economic considerations.

All management systems or practices reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.
Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report conservation systems planned/applied for a fiscal year( 1) that meet an RMS level, or 2) that meets FOTG resource criteria, but not at the RMS level.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This element should be used to enter customer for a single customer (see Group vs. Individual data entry & ‘counts’ in PRMS) that is recipient of a resulting in a conservation system.

Select Land Use – Select one land use that applies.

Resource Concerns( you may select one or more resource issues that are impacted by application of this measure

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service(For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Conservation System Planned or Applied

Adequate Conservation Treatment Planned (to the RMS level) 

Acres by land uses that uses a prescribed combination of conservation practices and management systems planned that treats all of the identified natural resource concerns to the sustainable level as determined in the quality criteria in the FOTG.

Adequate Conservation Treatment Applied (to the RMS level) 

Acres by land use with a prescribed combination of conservation practices and management applied that treats all identified natural resource concerns to the sustainable level as determined by the quality criteria in the FOTG. When the planner recognizes that management decisions have been made, the associated management practices may be reported. 
Beneficial Conservation Treatment Planned (not to the RMS level)

Acres by land use on which one or more conservation practices or management systems has been planned that treats some of the identified natural resource concerns to the sustainable level as determined in the quality criteria in the FOTG. At a minimum, progressive planning has occurred.
Beneficial Conservation Treatment Applied (not to the RMS level)
Acres by land use on which one or more conservation practices or management systems have been applied that treats some of the identified natural resource concerns to the sustainable level as determined by the quality criteria in the FOTG. At a minimum, application has resulted from progressive planning and associated management decisions have been made.
Example

Assume the planning unit is a 160 acres, divided into 3 Assume the planning unit is a 160 acres, divided into 3 fields (80 ac., 60 ac., & 20 ac.).  All 3 fields are included in a formal plan with the following elements; grassed waterways (planned and applied in 1999), terraces (planned for 2000), and residue management-mulch till (planned and applied in 1999).  In addition, the 20-acre field has nutrient management planned and applied in 1999.  The current date is 4/99.  The local FOTG has identified 3 resources issues for this part of the county, erosion control (by water), surface water quality (nutrients & organics) and wildlife habitat (upland game birds). [PRMS references: Soil Erosion/Sedimentation, Surface Water Quality from Agricultural Runoff, Fish and Wildlife Habitat Loss or Degradation, respectively]

What can be reported?

Beneficial Conservation Treatment Planned on land not to the RMS level – The two fields totaling 140 acres.

Adequate Conservation Treatment Planned on land to the RMS level or above – One field (20 acres)

Beneficial Conservation Treatment Applied on land not to the RMS level – All 3 fields (160 acres)

Adequate Conservation Treatment Applied on land to the RMS level or above – No field meets this requirement. When the terraces are applied to the 20-acre field it would meet the minimum level.  If nutrient management were planned and applied to the other two fields these would also meet the requirements.

Additional reporting item, Nutrient Management could also be reported for the 20-acre field (assuming it had not been previously reported). 

other issues

Cumulative vs. non-cumulative – These measures record all the acres having planned or applied conservation systems (at any level) within a given fiscal year, but are not kept as a cumulative total in following years.

Group vs. Individual data entry & ‘counts’ in PRMS – Assume that a planner has just completed 3 plans (Assume that a planner has just completed 3 plans (each 160 acres, total of 480 acres) at the beneficial treatment level.  One plan was for a white-female, non-Hispanic, and the other two were for black-males, non-Hispanic.  If the planner chooses to make only one entry, i.e. use of ‘customer information’ for identifying each individual customer status, and a single entry of 480 acres under the appropriate category.  The system WILL count 3 customers assisted for Conservation Systems, BUT only the number of systems planned is one (480 acres). Data entered in this manner may not correctly reflect parity relationships.

By reporting each customer separately, the system counts a total of 3 customers assisted for Conservation Systems, and 3 systems planned (160 acres each).  This is the recommended method of reporting this measure.

Progressive planning/application – if a customer has a plan with scheduled practices for a single field for 3/99 (applied 3/99) and 6/00(2000) and found the opportunity to apply the 6/00 practices in 9/99, both the planned/applied acres could be reported (for a second time) in 9/99. For example, a waterway and nutrient management is applied in 3/99.  Due to a new program the customer decides to apply residue management in 9/99 rather than 2000. The reporting of management practices should be based on an understanding from the customer that those practices will be implemented.

Revision of planned acres – If a customer makes a significant change in management of land under their control, those acres with a revised plan may reported a second time if the revision occurs in the same FY the original plan was developed and reported.

Peformance Measure: inventory & evaluations

Definition

An inventory or evaluation completed for an individual, a group, or organization on a specific natural resource issue. The I&E addresses the resource condition in a technical manner that helps a customer understand the resource concerns or issues, and provides an evaluation of an alternative or proposed solution to resolve the resource concern. This item includes only technical contacts that do not result in the planning of a resource management system. It does not include determinations made for eligibility for specific programs or for compliance with specific programs. This measure does not include National Resource Inventory (NRI) data collection. An I & E generally does not result in a formal plan.

Purpose

Is not applicable in this practice.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Resource Concerns( you may select one or more resource issues that are impacted by application of this measure

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service(For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Is not applicable in this practice.

Examples

A planner receives a call from an individual that has a ‘ranchette’ (home and 15 acres) in an older subdivision outside of town.  They have a gully erosion problem.  The planner goes to the site and finds that the customer thinks they need a pond.  The planner describes many of the aspects relating to actually building a pond (drainage area, dirt work, pipes, etc.) and the customer realizes that the pond is not really an option.  The planner then provides some soils information, suggestions for shaping the eroded area, and a seeding mix of grasses and forbs.

What can be reported?

For this example, a one time visit, no additional follow-up is anticipated, it should be reported as an I&E with the appropriate customer status data.

other issues

Cumulative vs. non-cumulative – These measures are not kept as a cumulative total in following years.

Group vs. Individual data entry & ‘counts’ in PRMS – If an office has the opportunity to enter multiple I&E’s, the recommended way of entering the data is by each customer, rather than a group entry.

Peformance Measure: Success Stories

Definition

This performance measure records the number of success stories that have occurred with assistance to customers.
Purpose

Is not applicable in this practice.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. 

Resource Concerns( you may select one or more resource issues that are impacted by application of this measure

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Success Story Description

Success Story Description–A description of a success story with a customer(s) made of with no more than 3,500 characters.

Examples

other issues

Is not applicable in this practice.

Peformance Measure: Erosion Control

Definition

This performance measure records the number of acres treated by the application of conservation practices or systems, which reduce soil erosion. All management systems reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.
Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report for a fiscal year – the number of acres of land treated for soil erosion. This includes erosion by both wind and water.
data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Select Land Use(you may select only one land use that applies.

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Erosion Control Systems

Erosion Control Applied/Acres – Applies to the number of acres on which a practice/system has been applied resulting in reduced erosion by wind and/or water.  Practices or systems including practices appropriate for this category will include a specific reference to reduction of soil erosion as one or more of the “Purposes” in section IV of the FOTG. 

Example: 

Cross Wind Stripcropping, ac, and 589B

Purposes

This practice may be applied as part of a conservation management system to support one or both of the following:

Reduce soil erosion from wind.

Protect growing crops from damage by wind-borne soil particles.

T Value for Acres Treated – The “T” value for acres treated are based on acres treated by the specific practice or system applied.  May be single map unit or predominant map unit.

Soil Loss before Practice/System Application – The appropriate soil loss (by wind or water) prior to application of the practice/system is entered.  The method used to calculate must in tons/acre/year units.

Soil Loss after Practice/System Application - The appropriate soil loss (by wind or water) after the application of the practice/system is entered.  The method used to calculate must in tons/acre/year units.

HEL – Based on 1990 (frozen in time) HEL Soils list in the FOTG, Section II.

Example

Assume a 160 acre planning unit, with 3 fields that has been planned for the following conservation practices: 3 grassed waterways installed in 1999 (2.75 ac, 1.25 ac., and 1 ac.) for a total of 5 acres.  Terraces will be installed in 2000 or 2001 when grass is established in waterways. The plan also includes implementation of Residue Management, Mulch till in 1999. What can be reported?

In this example, several items could be reported in 1999:

· The waterways themselves can be reported for Erosion Control (usually gully erosion). The acres for coverage should include just the acres for the waterways, 5.

· The residue management can be reported for 155 acres as an element of erosion control (possibly for both wind and water).  

· The waterways can also be reported in the Conservation Buffers portion, 5 acres. 

· It could also be reported under the “Tillage and Residue” portion as an instance of Residue Management being applied.

· When terraces are applied, that portion of the field that is terraced could also be reported in the Erosion Control portion (155 acres).

other issues

Planned/Applied Systems – Where one or more practices have been applied and a corresponding plan developed, the acres may also be reported in one or more of the following:

· Adequate Conservation Treatment Planned on land to the RMS level or above
· Adequate Conservation Treatment Applied on land to the RMS level or above
· Beneficial Conservation Treatment Planned on land not to the RMS level
· Beneficial Conservation Treatment Applied on land not to the RMS level

Other erosion processes - Inclusion of other forms of erosion (i.e. ephemeral) may be calculated based on a standard approach supported by the local state office.  The reporting of those acres should be included in the appropriate category (i.e. water erosion).

Multiple Entry Opportunities - Depending on the practice/system applied, there may be other opportunities for reporting the same acres.  For example:

· Waterways may also qualify to be reported as an instance of buffers.

· Conservation tillage - mulch till, is an instance of a tillage system being applied AND is also a practice that impacts erosion control.

· In locations where both wind and water erosion are identified resource concerns in the FOTG, the reduction in erosion from both categories by application of a practice (i.e. residue management) can be reported under both wind and water.

Peformance Measure: Nutrient & waste Management

Definition

The total number of acres on which a nutrient or waste management system is applied. Both management systems consider all activities related to managing the amount, form, placement, and timing of applications of plant nutrients, which include commercial fertilizers, livestock manure, green manure, and any other source of plant nutrients. The nutrient management system is applied at the sustainable quality criteria level.  All management systems reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.

Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report for a fiscal year – the number of acres of land on which nutrient or waste management has been applied to optimize yields, minimize entry of nutrients to surface and groundwater, and to maintain or improve the condition of the soil.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Nutrient Management Systems Applied

This data element includes all acres planned and/or applied to the FOTG standard for practice 590 or 633. The NRCS practice standard refers to numerous NRCS practices that might be required to fully implement a nutrient management or waste management system.
Examples

Refer to local FOTG and specific practice standard and details.  The potential may exist for additional reporting where specific state standards reference other resource concerns.

A 160 cropland field has the local state version of either Nutrient or Waste Management applied.  This plan may have impacted water quality, wildlife, or  plant growth. 

What may be reported?


160 acres under the appropriate category, Nutrient or Waste Management 


160 acres of a conservation system (with benefits to, wildlife, water quality or  plant growth)

other issues

Nutrient & Waste Management are being reported under a single report based on that both practices represent implementation of a management system.

Peformance Measure: Tillage and Residue management

Definition

The total number of cropland acres, which are under conservation tillage management systems, including No Till, Strip Till, Mulch Till, or Ridge Till. The tillage system is applied at the sustainable quality criteria level. This data element includes all acres treated to the FOTG standard for practices: 329A, 329B, and 329C. All management systems or practices reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.

Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report for a fiscal year – the number of acres of land on which residue management or reduced tillage has been applied to accomplish one or more of the following: reduce erosion, maintain or improve soil tilth, conserve moisture, or provide for wildlife habitat.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Conservation Tillage 

This data element includes all acres where one of the following NRCS practices have been applied: practice 329 A, B, or C. Refer to FOTG for additional requirements.

Examples

Refer to local FOTG and specific practice standard and details.  The potential may exist for additional reporting where specific state standards reference other resource concerns.

A 160 cropland field has the local state version of either Residue Management – No Till or Strip Till, Mulch Till, or Ridge Till applied.  This plan may have impacted water quality, erosion, wildlife, or water available for plant growth. 

What may be reported?


160 acres under the appropriate tillage category, no-till/strip-till, mulch-till, or no-till 


160 acres of a conservation system (with benefits to erosion, wildlife, water available for plant growth)


160 acres of erosion control.

other issues

Multiple Entry Opportunities - Depending on the systems being reported, there may be other opportunities for reporting the same acres. For example:

Conservation tillage - mulch till, is an instance of a tillage system being applied AND is also a practice that impacts erosion control and may improve wildlife habitat. May be reported where identified as a resource concern.

Peformance Measure: waste management practices

Definition

The total number of waste management systems installed. The waste management system is applied at the sustainable quality criteria level. This data element includes all waste management systems installed to the FOTG standard for practices: 313, 317, & 359. All management systems or practices reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.

Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report for a fiscal year – the number of systems in which all components are installed for managing both liquid and solid wastes in a manner that does not degrade air, soil, or water resources.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Waste Management Practices Applied 

This data element includes all acres where all components of the system are installed. This includes the following NRCS practices 313, 359 or 317. Refer to FOTG for additional requirements.

Examples

Refer to local FOTG and specific practice standard and details. 

A field has the local state version of either Wetland Created, 657, Wetland Restoration, 658, or Wetland Enhancement, 659 applied.  This plan may have impacted wildlife habitat, water quality, or improvement of forage resources.

What may be reported?


X acres (acres directly impacted by installation of the practice) under Wetland Created, 657, Wetland Restoration, 658, or Wetland Enhancement, 659


The total acres within a planning unit for a conservation system (if it has not been previously reported) with possible benefits to wildlife habitat, water quality, or forage production.

other issues

These 3 practices represent the majority of structural practices used for waste management.  Management practices (i.e. Waste Utilization & Nutrient Management) are captured elsewhere.

Peformance Measure: pest management systems

Definition

The total number of acres which are under pest management systems. The pest management system is applied at the sustainable quality criteria level. Acres are not necessarily contiguous. This data element includes all acres treated to the Technical Guide standard for the practice(s): 595A. All management systems reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.

Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report for a fiscal year – the number of systems in which all components are installed for managing of agricultural pests in a manner to reduce adverse impacts on plant growth and environmental resources.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Pest Management Systems Applied 

This data element includes all acres where a system has been installed meeting the requirements for 595A in the FOTG.

Examples

Refer to local FOTG and specific practice standard and details.  The potential may exist for additional reporting where specific state standards reference other resource concerns.

A 160 crop field or other land unit has the local state version of Pest Management (595A) applied.  This plan may have impacted water quality, wildlife habitat or the overall improvement of the health of the plant community and the soil.

What may be reported?


160 acres under pest management


160 acres of a conservation system (with possible benefits to water quality, or the health of the soil)

other issues

Is not applicable in this practice.

Peformance Measure: conservation buffers

Definition

Conservation Buffers include the following practices, applied at the sustainable quality criteria level, that level that protect or enhance natural resource conditions: 

Alley Cropping, Contour Buffer Strips, Cross Wind Trap Strips, Field Borders, Grassed Waterways, Filter Strips, Riparian Forest Buffers, Streambank and Shoreline Protection, Windbreaks, Shelterbelts, Hedgerows and Herbaceous Wind Barriers. All management systems or practices reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.

Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report the number of miles of conservation buffers installed by location and buffer type for the fiscal year. This measure also supports tracking progress of the Conservation Buffer Initiative.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS on a yearly basis. 

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status( This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes.

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Conservation Buffers Applied 

This data element includes all acres or feet of a practice that have been installed meeting the requirements for that practice in the FOTG. 
The practices include:

Alley Cropping, 311

Contour Buffer Strips, 332

Cross Wind Trap Strips, 589C

Field Borders, 386

Grassed Waterways, 412

Filter Strips, 393A

Riparian Forest Buffers, 391A

Streambank and Shoreline Protection, 580

Windbreak and Shelterbelt Establishment and Renovation, 380, 650

Hedgerows 422

Herbaceous Wind Barriers, 422A 

Associated with Continuous Conservation Reserve – Indicate ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.

Example

Assume a 160 acre planning unit, with 3 fields that has been planned for the following conservation practices: 3 grassed waterways installed in 1999 (2.75 ac, 1.25 ac., and 1 ac.) for a total of 5 acres. Field borders are planned for installation in 2000. 

What can be reported?

· The waterways should be reported under Conservation Buffers. The acres reported are only those of the waterways(5 acres.

· The waterways may also qualify to be reported as an element of erosion control. Again the acreage reported is that of the waterways(5 acres.

The field borders would not be reported until they are installed in 2000.

other issues

Many of the practices included in this measure may also qualify for the Erosion Control or Wildlife Habitat Management.

Peformance Measure: irrigation management

Definition

Total number of acres under an irrigation water management system. This category also includes reporting of any modifications or updating of existing irrigation water management systems for enhanced water conservation. This data element includes all acres treated to the FOTG for the practice: 449. All management systems reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.

Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report for a fiscal year the number of acres of land on which the irrigation water has been managed to promote crop growth, minimize soil erosion and loss of plant nutrients, control undesirable water loss, and protect water quality.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Irrigation Management Systems Applied 

This data element includes all acres where the requirements in the Irrigation Water Management Standard 449, have been applied.

Examples

Refer to local FOTG and specific practice standard and details.  The potential may exist for additional reporting where specific state standards reference water quality or quantity.  Inclusion of other reporting items (e.g. erosion) may be calculated based on a standard approach supported by the local state office.  The reporting of those acres affected may then be included in the appropriate category (e.g. erosion control).

A 160 furrow irrigated crop field has the local state version of Irrigation Water Management (449) applied.  This plan has reduced furrow erosion by X tons per acre (calculated by state approved method). 

What may be reported?


160 acres of irrigation water management


160 acres under erosion control


160 acres of a conservation system (with benefits to water quantity, & quality, subsurface and/or surface)

other issues

Is not applicable in this practice.

Peformance Measure: prescribed grazing

Definition

The total number of acres being managed under prescribed grazing. This practice can be applied to any land use where animals graze or browse, including rangeland, pasture, grazed forest and cropland (e.g., alley cropped acres), or others. This data element includes all acres treated to the Technical Guide standard for the practice(s): 528A. . All management systems reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.

Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report for a fiscal year the number of acres of land, on which a management system has been applied, which may include:

· improve the health and vigor of selected plants

· provide food/cover/shelter for animals of concern

· improve animal health and productivity

· maintain water quality/quantity

· reduce soil erosion.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Prescribed Grazing Applied 

This data element includes all acres where the requirements in the Prescribed Grazing Standard 528A have been applied.

Examples

Refer to local FOTG and specific practice standard and details.  The potential may exist for additional reporting where specific state standards reference other resource concerns.

A 160 range or pasture unit has the local state version of Prescribe Grazing (528A) applied.  This plan may have impacted water quality, erosion, wildlife habitat or the overall health of the plant community

What may be reported?


160 acres under prescribed grazing


160 acres of a conservation system (with benefits to water quality, erosion reduction, wildlife, or the grazing land health).

other issues

Is not applicable in this practice.

Peformance Measure: wetlands created/restored

Definition

The estimated acreage of wetlands created or restored. This practice applies to structural and nonstructural practices used to establish or restore wetlands and or sites that originally were natural wetlands that were drained, or sites that are hydro-geologically suitable for the development of a wetland. This item should include wetland areas that may be created around dams and other structures, in addition to those wetlands that may be created or restored as a project purpose. This data element includes all acres treated to the FOTG standard for practices: 657. 658, & 659.

Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report for a fiscal year the number of acres of land on which a wetland has been created, restored, or enhanced for purposes of favoring specific functions and values.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Wetlands Created or Restored 

This data element includes all acres where all components of the system are installed. This includes the following NRCS practices 313, 359 or 633. Refer to FOTG for additional requirements.

Examples

Refer to local FOTG and specific practice standard and details. 

A field has the local state version of either Wetland Created, 657, Wetland Restoration, 658, or Wetland Enhancement, 659 applied.  This plan may have impacted wildlife habitat, water quality, or improvement of forage resources.

What may be reported?


X acres (acres directly impacted by installation of the practice) under Wetland Created, 657, Wetland Restoration, 658, or Wetland Enhancement, 659


The total acres within a planning unit for a conservation system (if it has not been previously reported) with possible benefits to wildlife habitat, water quality, or forage production.

other issues

Is not applicable in this practice.

Peformance Measure: salinity/alkalinity control

Definition

The total number of non-irrigated acres being managed to reduce soil salinity through the management of land, water, and plants to control the harmful accumulations of salts on the soil surface or in the root zone. This could include land under Continuous CRP. This data element includes all acres treated to the Technical Guide standard for the practice 571.

This measure also includes the total number of irrigated acres being managed for toxic salt reduction through reducing or redistributing the harmful concentrations of salt and/or sodium in a soil. This data element includes all acres treated to the Technical Guide standard for the practice 610.  All management systems or practices reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.

Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report for a fiscal year the number of acres of land on which a water management plan has been applied to reduce the damage to the soil by the accumulation of salt and or sodium.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Salinity Management Applied 

This data element includes all acres where the requirements have been applied for one or both of the following standards, Soil Salinity Management 571,or Toxic Salt Reduction 610.

Examples

Refer to local FOTG and specific practice standard and details.  The potential may exist for additional reporting where specific state standards reference other resource concerns.

A 160 field has the local state version of either Soil Salinity Management 571,or Toxic Salt Reduction 610 applied.  This plan may have impacted water quality, or the overall health of the plant community. 

What may be reported?


160 acres under Soil Salinity Management 571,or Toxic Salt Reduction 610


160 acres of a conservation system (with benefits to groundwater or treats soil contaminants).

other issues

Is not applicable in this practice.

Peformance Measure: tree/shrub practices

Definition

The total number of acres prepared for re-vegetation of forestland, which may include: 

· a forest stand that has been improved through manipulation of species composition and stocking by cutting or killing selected trees and understory vegetation 

· woody plants that have been established by planting or seeding

Select when the estimated composition of the forest acreage established is dominated by coniferous species. All management systems or practices reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.

Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report for a fiscal year the number of acres of land which have had one or more practices applied that will contribute to the development, improvement, or establishment of trees.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Tree and Shrub Practice Information 

This data element includes all acres where the requirements have been applied for one or more of the following standards: 

Forest Site Preparation for Revegetation (490) Forest Stand Improvement (666) 

Tree & Shrub Establishment (612)

Coniferous Species Established (only applies if Tree and Shrub Establishment have been completed.)

Example

Refer to local FOTG and specific practice standard and details.  The potential may exist for additional reporting where specific state standards reference other resource concerns.

A field has the local state version of either Forest Site Preparation for Revegetation, 490, Forest Stand Improvement, 666, or Tree & Shrub Establishment, 612 applied.  This plan may have impacted water quality, air quality, or the overall health of the plant community. 

What may be reported?


160 acres under Forest Site Preparation for Revegetation, 490, Forest Stand Improvement, 666, or Tree & Shrub Establishment, 612


160 acres of a conservation system (with benefits to air quality, recreation, forest health, wildlife habitat or erosion).

other issues

Is not applicable in this practice.

Peformance Measure: wildlife habitat management

Definition

The total number of upland acres managed by creating, maintaining, or enhancing areas, including upland wetlands, for wildlife habitat for food and cover for upland wildlife, or other purposes. This data element includes all acres treated to the Technical Guide standard for the practice(s): 645

It also includes the total number of wetland acres managed by retaining, creating, or managing areas for wildlife populations or other purposes. This does not include activities on upland wetlands. This data element includes all acres treated to the Technical Guide standard for the practice 644. All management systems or practices reported must be documented in a conservation plan per NPPH.
Purpose

This performance measure permits NRCS to credibly report for a fiscal year –acres of land (both upland and wetland) that are being managed for identified species of wildlife habitat.

data attributes

Record reference – Optional field, which you may use to enter identifiers or other information at your discretion. This field may be useful for identifying a reason for entering a record.
Assistance date – The date the assistance or service to the customer took place.

First Service in Fiscal Year(this attribute is selected the first time a customer receives direct service during the fiscal year, regardless of the program used to deliver the service. This number will be used to provide an approximate count of the number of customers served by NRCS in a fiscal year. Note that for certain customer types, this attribute is not a required field.

Customer Type( Select one as appropriate.
Customer Status(This attribute is where you enter the number of customers assisted. A number should be entered in each customer status box that applies. Generally, you will only be entering a “1” in a single customer status box, however when providing assistance to groups, you may have larger numbers entered in several of the customer status boxes. 

Program Category(s)(Enter all programs through which the instance of assistance is provided. Generally, this will be a single program; however, in cases where more than one program is involved you may check more than one box. Note that for certain customer types, this data attribute is not a required field.

Location and Staff Providing Service( State/County/HU/Conservation District/Congressional District/Staff Providing Service (For each record reported you may only select a single entry for each location type. For assistance that crosses any of the geographic boundaries, you should select the area where the majority of the work or assistance was provided or split the number to be reported into a separate record to represent each geographic area.

performance elements

Wildlife Habitat Management Information 

This data element includes all acres where NRCS Upland Habitat Management – 645, or Wetland Habitat Management – 644 have been applied.

Examples

Refer to local FOTG and specific practice standard and details.  The potential may exist for additional reporting where specific state standards reference other resource concerns.

A field has the local state version of either Upland Habitat Management – 645, or Wetland Habitat Management – 644 applied.  This plan may have impacted wildlife habitat.

What may be reported?


X acres under Upland Habitat Management – 645, or Wetland Habitat Management – 644


The total acres within a planning unit for a conservation system (if it has not previously been reported) with possible benefits to wildlife habitat, water quality, or erosion

other issues

Is not applicable in this practice.

